OHS COVID-19 QUARANTINE AND ISOLATION (QI) MEDICAL SHELTERS 
POLICY AND PROCEDURE 


Original Policy 


Subject: Issue Date: 15 


Weapons andl Contraband N/A 


Effective Date: 
4/9/21 
Departments Consulted: Reviewed & Approved by: 

Vagabond QI Clinical Housing for Health Medical Director 

QI Medical Shelter Director QI Medical Shelter Medical Director 


PURPOSE: To ensure a safe environment for employees and clients by defining the scope of items 
considered weapons or contraband, and establishing procedures for search, seizure, storage and 
return of prohibited items. 


POLICY: With the understanding that clients may possess weapons and/or other contraband for 
personal use or protection outside this facility, these items may pose a risk to others while on facility 
premises. For this reason, the possession or use of weapons and other specified contraband while on 
the premises is prohibited. 


Client personal belongings may be searched by authorized security staff on intake or when clients 
receive delivery of food or other items from the outside. Prohibited items will be confiscated and held 
in locked storage for the duration of client's stay. 


With the exception of dangerous and/or generally prohibited weapons required by law to be reported 
and relinquished to law enforcement, contraband will be returned to clients at the time of departure. 


Clients unwilling to undergo search or who refuse to surrender weapons and/or contraband for safe 
storage may be denied entry or asked to leave the premises if security personnel or other authorized 
staff determine the items compromise the safety of clients, staff or other persons on the property. 


Illegal Drugs and Paraphernalia: 


1. Pursuant to Policy and Procedures documents concerning 1) harm reduction and 2) substance 
use disorders, illegal drugs, and paraphernalia in clients' possession at the time of arrival or 
received during clients’ stay and intended for clients' personal use will not be considered 
contraband. 

. Should there be reason to suspect illegal drugs and/or paraphernalia are intended for sale or 
distribution to other parties, they will be considered as contraband and treated as such based on 
the procedures outlined in this document. 


"Definitions 
Weapon: A weapon is considered any item used, designed to be used or intended for use in 
causing damage or harm. Dangerous and/or generally prohibited weapons are further defined 


in California Penal Code sections 12020 and 16590. 


Contraband: Contraband is considered any item which is illegal to possess. 
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Weapons and Contraband include but are not limited to the following: 


Firearms 

Ammunition 

Explosives 

Metal Knuckles 

Swords / Dirks / Daggers 
Throwing Stars / Nunchaku 
Knives 

Stun Guns/ Tasers 

Pepper Spray / Mace 
Razors / Box Cutters 

Crow Bars 

Aerosol / Flammable Spray 
Scissors 

Screwdrivers 

Misc. Tools 

Pens / Markers / Paint 
Etching Implements 
Sharpened Combs 

Ropes over 6" 

Non-jewelry Chains 

Knitting Needles 

Baseball Bats 

Flashlights over 3" 
Leatherman Tools 

Cigar Cutters 

Any Blunt Instrument Not Intended For Use At The Facility 
Any Objected Deemed To Be Dangerous By On-site Staff 


PROCEDURE: This policy will be carried out by way of the following procedures. 


Search 

At the time of intake, or when clients return after having departed the premises, belongings will 
be subject to physical search by authorized security staff. Security staff may also use 
screening equipment including x-ray machines and/or fixed screen / handheld magnetometers 
on clients and belongings. 


Deliveries received on clients' behalf will also be subject to physical search and/or metallic 
detection/wanding prior to being passed to clients. 


Confiscation 
Items fitting the definition of weapons and/or contraband will be confiscated at the time they 
are identified and will remain in possession of security staff for the duration of clients’ stay. 
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Documentation 

All items confiscated will be itemized on the Patient Contraband Log, to include the date, time, 
client name, description of item(s), and name(s) of security personnel. Copies of this log will 
be stored by security staff, in the client's chart, and provided to the client. 


Storage 

With the exception of dangerous or generally prohibited weapons as defined above, 
confiscated items will be locked in secure storage on the premises. Clients will not have 
access to these items while on the property. 


Notification of law Enforcement 
Upon confiscation dangerous or generally prohibited weapons, local law enforcement will be 
contacted and these items will be relinquished. 


Return 
Confiscated items not relinquished to law enforcement will be returned to clients at the time of 
discharge from this facility. 


REFERENCE: 
California Penal Code, Section 16590 
California Penal Code, Section 12020 
Department of General Services - General Post Orders Governing Contract Security Guards 
and Contract Security Guard Supervisors 


